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\ir, ^aua Aued^pet food co mprising a matrix including a denatured protein source, 

a gelatini ze^ carbohydrat^soTXrc©^^ fiber; and a humectant in an amount 

sufficient for reducing brittleness of thema^jix. 

2. A dried pet food according to claim 1 which comprises about 0.5% to about 
5% by weight of a humectant. 



10 3. A dried pet food according to claim 2 in which the humectant is glycerin. 

4. A dried pet food according to claim 1 which comprises about 2% to about 
15% by weight of insoluble fiber. 

15 5. A dried pet food according to claim 4 in which the insoluble fiber is a 
cellulose fiber. 



6. A dried pet food according to claim 1 which has a density of about 250 
kg/m^ to about 320 kg/ml 



A dried pet food according to claim 1 which has a length of at least 6 mm, a 
thic2h€;^§of at least 6 mm, and in which the minimum distance from a center of 
gravity of the^t^trix to a surface of the matrix is about 3 mm. 



25 8, A dried pet food cb*Qprising a matrix including a gelatinized protein source, 
a gelatinized carbohydrate soiJre^about 2% to about 15% by weight of insoluble 
fiber; and about 0.5% to about 5% b^N^^eight of a humectant for reducing 

1 brittleness of the matrix. 
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9. A dried pet food according to claim 8 in which the humectant is glycerin. 



10. A dried pet food according to claim 8 in which the insoluble fiber is a 
cellulose fiber. 



35 1 1 . A dried pet food according to claim 8 which has a density of about 250 
kg/m^ to about 320 kg/m^ 
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12a a dried pet food according to claim 8 which has a length of at least 6 mm, a 
thiqkness of at least 6 mm, and in which the minimum distance from a center of 
gravity of the matrix to a surface of the matrix is about 3 mm. 
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13. W dried pet food comprising a matrix including a gelatinized protein source, 
a gelaiinized carbohydrate source; insoluble fiber; and a humectant in an amount 
sufficient for reducing brittleness of the matrix, the matrix having a length of at 
least 6 mm, a thickness of at least 6 mm, and in which the minimum distance 
from a center of gravity of the matrix to a surface of the matrix is about 3 mm. 



14. A dried pet food according to claim 13 which comprises about 0.5% to 
about 5% w weight of a humectant. 

15 15. A drieoU^et food according to claim 14 in which the humectant is glycerin. 

16. A dried pet food according to claim 13 which comprises about 2% to about 
15% by weight \)f insoluble fiber. 

20 17. A dried pet ^jpod according to claim 16 in which the insoluble fiber is a 
cellulose fiber. 
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18. A dried pet food according to claim 13 which has a density of about 250 
kg/m^ to about 320 kgVn^. 



19. A dried pet food according to claim 13 into which'[a^robe,^liaving a contact 
area of about 1 mm^ and ©perated at a speed of about 5 mm/s, penetrates into the 
matrix for a distance of at^east 30% of the thickness of the matrix prior to 
breaking of the matrix. 

20. A method of reducing cVlculus and plaque build up on a pet's teeth, the 
method comprising administemig to the pet a dried pet foodyh^ing^a gelatinized 
matrix^including a protein source, a carbohydrate source, insoluble fiber, and a 
humectanX the pet food having reduced brittleness. 
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